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Steve Hochstadt: Please talk about whatever you feel comfortable about, and if something, if 
there's something that you don't want to talk about, that's your choice entirely. 
ES: I'm coming close. Something I wanted to show you. I have to make notes, you know, to 
remind me of things to do. I don't know what your book is going to be like or about. A few of the 
people who lived in China have attempted to write about it. Whether they ever accomplished what 
they wanted to accomplish is beyond my knowledge. I have never seen one. There was a, there 
was an interest some years ago of some people who wanted to make a movie of it. And they came 
to me. I don't know who jinxed them on me. And they asked me for, whether I can help them. 
And I, I, I refused because their horizon was limited. There was actually nothing they could tell 
people, except their, their own view. Now why make a movie of that? Nobody will ever see it, 
except some of the old Shanghai temporary residents. And even they, once that movie would have 
been completed, would walk out of it, after seeing it, very disappointed, because, was there 
actually an era memorable enough to make a movie? I don't think so. Unless, naturally, it is 
dramatized to the point where certain aspects of it become untrue. Now I, I was attached to the 
Flying Tigers, to General Chennault, as an interpreter. 1 And John Wayne made a movie called 
"The Flying Tigers", and I, some years ago, when he was still alive, of course. And I was aghast 
when I saw it. And I, I called General Chennault's granddaughter in Minnesota about it and she 
just laughed. [laughs] She said, "Ernie, we know. It's terrible." For instance, the movie pictured 
the Flying Tigers, the, the pilots all in uniform, ranked, clean, in beautiful mess halls, women 
serving them. We had no mess halls. We had no uniforms! [laughs] We showed no ranks. And 
I don't remember any W ACs or other uniformed women in there. So a true picture of, of the 
Shanghai milieu cannot really be manufactured. What would you like to know? 
SH: Well, my interest is in the Jews who lived in Shanghai, the temporary residents, all, actually 
that's part of it all. I would like to know all about the Jewish community in Shanghai, and some of 
the Jews were born there. 
ES: Yeah. 
SH: I met some, some Russian Jews, and some Sephardic Jews, who had been born there. 
ES: Yeah. 
SH: So I'm interested in them, too. The majority of Jews were German, Austrian refugees, and .. 
ES: No, not at all. When you say majority, that's a, a word I, I'd, I'd like you to strike in this case, 
strike from your vocabulary for a moment, referring to the Jewish community of Shanghai, if not 
China. Where do I have it? There's a village in China, I have it somewhere, I'll find it, consisting 
1 General Claire L. Chennault commanded an American unit of fighter pilots, nicknamed the 
Flying Tigers, created in 1941. 
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strictly of Chinese Jews.2 
SH: Kaifeng? Is that the, what you ... 
ES: Exactly. Oh you know the, nobody knows where they came from. They're extremely 
Orthodox. While pigs and pork is the staple of China, they don't, they actually keep a kosher 
household. Nobody knows where they came from. I've spoken to them, I've been to the village, 
during the war. And I've spoken to them and I couldn't make heads or tails out of it. They don't 
know themselves where they came from. But they, their forefathers changed from Buddhism to 
Judaism. A majority. There were Russians, a lot of Russian Jews who were known over there as 
"White Russians", Russian refugees who fled the Revolution after 1917, after 1919. They started 
coming into Harbin through Siberia. And they settled, some of them settled in Harbin. The ones 
who, whose endeavor it was to be furriers, they stayed in Harbin. And especially the, the Russian 
Jews who were furriers, they stayed in Harbin. I would say at least five thousand. Some of them 
kept on moving and settled in Canton, Peking, Nanking, Chungking, and Shanghai, of course. I 
don't know how much you know of Shanghai. 
SH: I saw it a little bit. I was there in April. 
ES: This last April? 
SH: And I've spoken to a few Jews who lived there. For instance I spoke to one who was, came 
out of, his family came out of Russia before the revolution, and was in Harbin, and then eventually 
moved to Shanghai. 
ES: So I didn't tell you any news! [laughs] 
SH: That's all right. 
ES: Sorry you wasted your time. 
SH: And ... 
ES: Or I wasted your time. 
SH: And then I spoke to a couple more who came out in the late '20s. 
ES: You smoke? 
SH: No, thanks. 
2 There is considerable dispute about whether to call the few remaining descendants of the 
Kaifeng Jewish community "Jews". That community had already almost disappeared by the 
beginning of the twentieth century. During the 1940s, the majority of Jews in China were 
German-speaking refugees. 
ES: Does it bother you? 
SH: No. 
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ES: I smoke like a fiend when I'm at the damn typewriter. 
SH: I spoke to a couple who came out in the, in the late '20s, and settled in Shanghai, too. 
ES: It was a beautiful town. It was a good town. 
SH: But you were, you were asking what my interest is. My interest is to, right now, is to collect 
as much information as I can about what life in Shanghai was like for Jews. And I'd like to write a 
book. I'm not in any particular hurry. It'll be several years before I even start, because I'm just 
starting to interview people. So that's what my interest is. And I want to write about the whole 
process of getting, why Jews went to Shanghai, and how they got there, what life was like, and 
then leaving Shanghai. 
ES: Alright. 
SH: So every ... 
ES: I don't know whether I'm going to tell you things here which are new to you or which you 
already know. The reason for the Jews to emigrate into China was very simple. It was the only 
open port where they could settle at that time, due to President Roosevelt's orders to Myron C. 
Taylor in 1939 or 1938. At the conference ofEvian-les-Bains. I don't know whether you know 
anything about that. 
SH: No, I haven't heard about this conference. 
ES: You're kidding! Alright. In 1938 or '39, thirty-three nations held a conference in Evian Jes 
Baines in France, and the heads of these thirty-three nations were either there or represented. The 
main topic was to stop Hitler in his fight against the Jews and to save them. Chaim Weizmann 
was there. Mrs. Golda Meir was there. Britain, thirty-three nations were there. [ clock chimes J 
Even Arab nations were there. And Roosevelt sent an emissary, Myron C. Taylor, who used to be 
the chairman of the board of U.S. Steel, with explicit orders. Now I'm telling you facts now. And, 
and I want to underline facts, although I might hurt your feelings for ... 
SH: Don't worry about my feelings. My interest ... 
ES: ... a gentlemen who was ... 
SH: ... is, my interest is in information. 
ES: ... a gentleman who was voted in four times as President of this country. He ordered Myron 
C. Taylor, Roosevelt ordered Myron C. Taylor not to interfere. And see, and Myron C. Taylor cut 
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a deal with the British not to interfere. They also cut a deal, those two men, representing these two 
important countries, not to allow either Chaim Weizmann or Mrs. Meir to speak, while everybody 
else had fifteen minutes to speak, these two people were not allowed to speak. And when Hitler 
found out, even the, even Hitler had sent representatives there. And they came there clad in mufti, 
in Arab dress, flowing garb. When Hitler found out what happened at Evian, he looked at it as a 
green light for the extermination of the German, Austrian, Czechoslovakian, Polish, whatever 
country, Jews in Europe.3 And since Shanghai was an open port ever since its beginning in 1824,4 
you could enter Shanghai as easy as getting off the subway in New York on Times Square. No 
passport was needed. No visa was needed. And that was the beginning of the quote-unquote, I 
don't like the word but I'm using it now anyway, "ghetto" in Shanghai, the Jewish ghetto. Had the 
Jews used their heads, I'm not accusing of ignorance, not at all, because there were some very 
intelligent people there, but had they used their influence, had they had leadership, political 
leadership, they would have not gone into that Hongkew area, but would have settled throughout 
the city, not centralized. But due to the fact that they did not speak, many spoke, spoke no, not 
even English! And the majority, not majority, ninety-nine and nine-tenths percent of the people 
did not speak Chinese, had no interest in learning Chinese, had no interest in assimilating 
themselves to their new surroundings. They settled in Hongkew, in a club, dealt with themselves, 
and brought hardship on themselves, because most of them had no money. And there was no trade 
so to speak.5 Do I make myself clear? I had very little contact with them. 
SH: Could you back up a step or two, and tell me, just in the briefest way, how you got attached 
to the Flying Tigers, and then how you got to China, and, and then what you saw when you were 
there? 
ES: All right. My father, my father's forefathers were Turks. And they left Turkey, went into 
Spain, they were rug weavers, went into Spain, and during the Inquisition kept on moving. The 
old Jewish story, man wandert. [laughs] You speak Yiddish? 
SH: A little bit, but I understand a little. 
ES: All right. I learned my Yiddish from the Russian Jews in China. From Spain my father's 
forefathers went to Holland. And one, I don't know who, one of them married into the Singer 
3 Although the conference at Evian in July 1938 was supposed to find a solution for the 
problem of Jewish refugees from Germany, the nations represented there agreed to take in very 
few emigrants. Chaim Weizmann (187 4-1952) was a Zionist leader, who became the first 
President of Israel. Golda Meir (1898-1978) became Prime Minister of Israel from the Labor 
Party from 1969 to 197 4. 
4 Shanghai was declared an open port by the British after their victory in the Opium War in 
1842. 
5 Most German-speaking refugees settled in Hongkew because they arrived with no money 
and were unable to live in the more expensive sections of Shanghai. The local Jewish 
leadership provided temporary and permanent accommodation in Hongkew for newly arrived 
refugees. 
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family, Bernard Singer, the originator of the sewing machine. At that time Singer was a privately 
owned, family-owned business, and all members of the family had executive posts. My father 
inherited that executive post, so to speak. And he was warned in nine, he was given Germany, 
Czechoslovakia, the Balkan, some of the Balkan countries, as his territory. But in 1932, before 
Hitler, he was asked to come to Holland, and offered the entire Asiatic territory. Because of the 
political unrest in Germany, the handwriting was on the wall in 1932 already, he accepted and we 
went to China, not as emigrants, not as refugees, as what is known over there as "traders". And 
that's how I ended up in China. I, I went to school over there. 
SH: So how old were you then? You were just a child? 
ES: I was twelve in '32. I was born in '20. I was, I went to school over there. I graduated from 
the University of China in Shanghai. I took languages, political science and journalism. 
SH: So you went to Shanghai. That's where, that's where your family went. 
ES: We had residence in Shanghai, Tientsin, Tsingtao, we, we were all over the joint, even in 
Japan, the Philippines, Hong Kong, which was a British colony. Hong Kong isn't China. [laughs] 
I don't think it'll ever be, because of the people, but we're, we're getting away from how I got 
involved with the Flying Tigers. 
SH: Well, maybe I could stop you for a second if, if you lived in Shanghai from 1932, then maybe 
you could say something about, even as a child, what you saw of the Jewish population there, what 
your impressions were. 
ES: The Jewish population in the '30s, in the early '30s, was predominantly Russian, Arabic, and 
the Arab, the sing-, the, the, the people from Bombay, from India, Arabian Jews. There were, it 
was a close-knit family, that family, Sassoon, Sir Victor Sassoon, who left Singapore, Elias 
Chaim, Ezra, the Ezra family, the Davids, the Josephs. And they were opium traders.6 
SH: At that time? 
ES: Yeah. Became millionaires. You were in Shanghai, what, this year? 
SH: 1989. 
ES: Where did you stay? In which hotel? Just give me the name. 
SH: We stayed outside near the airport. 
6 The Sassoon family, like many of the late 19th-century traders, was connected with the 
commerce in opium. This was not true of all the Sephardic Jewish families mentioned by Sloan, 
who originated from the area around Baghdad. By the 1930s the opium trade had moved 
underground. 
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ES: You didn't stay ... 
SH: We saw the Peace Hotel, though, which was the Sassoon House. 
ES: Ah, okay, the Cathay, the Cathay Hotel. 
SH: No, that's a different one. We also ate in the Cathay, the Cathay Hotel ... 7 
ES: Okay. 
SH: ... which was another one of his, and we saw the Hardoon house, which is now an 
exhibition center. 
ES: Hardoon. Is that right? Well, the Hardoons, that's all family. They started out as opium 
traders, opium dealers, and their wealth was immense. They dominated the Jewish community 
over there. Not so Sassoon, but Hardoon, Levy, Kadoorie. They all started to help the Jews when 
they came from Europe. They came by either train through Russia and Siberia, or they came 
mainly on Lloyd Triestino's ships, "Conte Rosso", "Conte Biancamano", and "Conte-something-
else". [laughs] I can't, I can't reme-, "Conte Rosso", "Conte Biancamano", there was another one. 
SH: "Conte Verde"? 
ES: Lu-, luxury ships. 
SH: "Conte Verde"? 
ES: That's it. That's it. How did you know about it? 
SH: I've heard a little, you see I hear little bits from, from other people and I've put it all together, 
that's ... 
ES: Okay. Due to the fact that I learned Chinese, I made a lot of friends in the Chinese 
community over there. And one of them was a man who was the son of the owner of the largest 
department store over there. And his parents sent him to the United States to be educated. And he 
also became a journalist, and was attached to the, the, the New York Times and, and some other 
papers. And he came back as an American citizen, and did not take over the family business. But 
he became involved in behind-the-scenes politics. And that's how I ended up in Kunming with 
General Chennault. And I have the stuff here to prove it. I was caught in smuggling arms and 
ammunition in 1943. And I got into, I was imprisoned by the Japs. I also prevented the 
extermination, and nobody knows that, [clock chimes] of the Jewish people in Shanghai. The 
Nazis had cut a deal with the Japs to build ovens across the river in Pootung, little village right 
7 Hochstadt here confuses the former Cathay Mansions with the former Cathay Hotel, which 
as Sloan says encompassed the top stories of the Sassoon House on the Bund, now named the 
Peace Hotel. 
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across the Whangpoo River. [clock chimes] And I unearthed that, and prevented this deal. I 
had, I, I have a, a manuscript that's ready for publishing. Page 265. 
BREAK IN RECORDING 
ES: Did it work? 
SH: Yes, that's fine. 
ES: Did the name Peter Adams ever come up? 
SH: No, not yet. 
ES: Well, ask your people, the next people you, why did I write 265? Oh, okay. "The difference 
between the original cost and the inflated one was staggering. The Philippino held the new 
papers." There was a man by the name of Doctor Voss, V - 0 - S - S, in Shanghai, who at one 
time was the German Consul General in Japan, in Tokyo. And when the Jew, I don't know where I 
have this. I don't know why, I know, it, this has nothing to do with it. 
SH: You mention Doctor Voss here. 
ES: Yeah on 36. I know what that 265 is, 36, yeah, that's it. Okay. There was a Doctor Voss in 
Shanghai, who became the general manager of the North German Leatherworks. 
SH: So he moved from Tokyo to Shanghai. 
ES: To, to Shanghai. 
SH: Do you know when that was? 
ES: '40, 1940. And the North German Leatherworks originally were known as Adler and 
Oppenheimer, the largest leather tanneries and leather goods manufacturers in Germany, very, very 
well respected. But the Nazis confiscated the company, changed the name. Adler died and 
Oppenheimer fled to London, joined the army. And I became involved in North German 
Leatherworks for the simple reason to find out what is Doctor Voss's relation, and what are his 
doings. And I discovered that. 
SH: What is, what are you doing? What is your position at this moment? 
ES: Agent. 
SH: For General Chennault? 
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ES: G-2, OSS. Working under Peter Wong. Peter Wong was the Chinese journalist. And I 
discovered that Captain Wiedemann, who was ousted from the United States as its German Consul 
in San Francisco, because of his fifth column activities, came to Shanghai.8 And we photographed 
all the documents in Doctor Voss's safe. At that time they didn't have xerox machines. So we had 
to photograph it. And we found out about the extermination plan. And that was under the, under 
this name. 
SH: Fall Juden in China. You say "we." 
ES: The Philippino was involved. Jensen [unintelligible] was involved. Peter Wong was 
involved, and a number of others. And Peter had some of the Chinese go over to Pootung to check 
it out. They were ready. And we bombed it. The, the Tigers bombed it, and ruined it. What they 
didn't ruin, the Chinese ruined through explosions and fires. 
SH: So this all is in 1940? 
ES: '41, '41.9 Yeah. When, after the war, I was back in Shanghai and I was asked by, I still 
remember the names, but I don't want to mention them, I was asked by the G-2 people and by 
Colonel, I forgot his first name, Davis was his last name. He was a legal officer. 
SH: Of the American forces? 
ES: Of the American forces. I was asked whether we had a residence that could be used for 
General Wedemeyer, who was the Lieutenant General in charge of the U.S. Armed Forces in 
China. I said, "Yeah, I have one, Doctor Voss's house. But I want to go there with you." This was 
my way of getting even with that bastard. [laughs] Excuse me. We went in two staff cars and 
three M.P.s, M.P. jeeps, six, six M.P.s. We went over to Hung Jao Road, I don't know whether 
that name means anything to you, was in the western part of Shanghai, beautiful residences. And 
we gave him one hour to get out of the house. And in the, in his sitting room were pictures, larger 
than this one, of Hitler, Goering, and Goebbels, autographed to him. And we gave him an hour to 
get out. I don't know whatever became of him. But he was tried for, by the British, he was tried 
for war crimes, because we had all the facts on him. I don't think you're interested in that part of 
the story ... 
SH: Not as, not as much. I mean, I'm interested so far, but carrying him further. 
ES: I still have pictures of General Chennault. What else would you like to know? 
• Sloan refers here to Fritz Wiedemann, who was officially Consul General for Germany in 
Tientsin from 1941 to 1945. 
9 In a telephone conversation on March 10, 1996, Sloan mentioned 1942 as another possible 
date for this incident. Neither 1941 nor 1942 seems likely, as stationary gas chambers were not 
in operation in the Polish death camps until 1942. 
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SH: I'm interested, as much as possible, in things that you saw in the Jewish community. For 
instance you, as a Jew living in Shanghai from '32, and then again after the war, you had, you 
knew Jews, you had relationships with Jews. I guess I'd like to know something about your life, 
kind of daily life of your family, your family was, was a well-off Jewish family in ... 
ES: Oh yeah. 
SH: ... in Shanghai, something maybe about ... 
ES: We, we did not live in Hongkew. We lived in the French Concession. My father was killed 
by the Japanese for non-cooperation. He did not hand over the machinery that was needed by the 
J aps to make uniforms. So they arrested him and ... 
SH: When was that? 
ES: Was late in the war, '44, '44. And he was killed in Bridge House, which was a Japanese 
prison for foreigners. And I found him with the help of, of Peter. I found him in the French 
Concession where they had dumped him. His body was so badly, I didn't even let my mother see 
her husband. We transported him to a regular funeral parlor, and I had the casket closed. My 
mother never saw my father. I was in prison twice. I had Portuguese papers, because the 
Portuguese people had extra-territorial rights in China. I could travel. 
SH: Did your whole family have Portuguese papers? 
ES: No, only I. Peter Wong got them for me. I also operated, remember the name Peter Adams. 
That's the name I used in [ clock chimes] radio commentaries, news, which were broadcast out of 
the Cathay Hotel. 
SH: When was that? 
ES: From 1940, from 1939 until '45. 
SH: This was open or clandestine? 
ES: No, open. 
SH: So you were Peter Adams, broadcasting news or ... 
ES: News. Peter, Peter Wong got the news for me, the true war news. 
SH: And the Japanese didn't interfere with you? Or they ... 
ES: They couldn't! They didn't know where it came from. But it was done in German. 
SH: That's what I mean, it was cla-, they didn't know where the transmitter was. You were ... 
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ES: Yeah. 
SH: ... you were clandestine in that way. 
ES: Yeah. And it was strictly beamed at the Jewish community in Shanghai, especially the 
European Jews, because I did it in German. And even they didn't know who I was. To them Peter 
Adams was something they all wanted to meet, someone they all wanted to meet, but they never 
did. Or they did, but they didn't know. [laughs] It was too dangerous. Peter had warned me, 
because even among the Jewish community there were a few people I can think of, especially one, 
who actually collaborated with the J aps. One was a man by the name of Ignaz Steins berg, an 
Austrian. Was married to a Russian Jewish girl. And he was a collaborator, he was with the 
police department over there. He was a policeman. But he was vicious. He, the last I heard, he 
was in, he, he had to go back to Vienna, he couldn't come to the United States. I foiled that by the 
way. And the last I heard, he was in Vienna. I was in Europe in 1969. And we drove from 
Germany into Switzerland. And I saw a road sign, Vienna, I've forgotten now how many 
kilometers. And I said to my wife, "Want to go to Vienna? And see this guy Steinsberg." And my 
wife knew what I wanted to do. I would have killed that bastard. And she didn't, she didn't allow 
me to go into Vienna. I'da killed 'im. I'da gotten a pistol somewhere. [laughs] He was very 
vicious. He was working with a guy by the name of Kubota. Did that, did that name come up?10 
SH: I don't think so. 
ES: There's another name you should hear pretty soon. How many people have you interviewed? 
SH: Twelve. 
ES: And no one have mentioned the name Kubota or Ghoya? 
SH: Ghoya everybody mentions. Kubota I haven't heard. 
ES: Yeah. Ghoya was a clown, very short, extremely short, maybe five foot, with a tremendous 
inferiority complex, and hated people who were taller than he. 11 [phone rings] Excuse me. 
BREAK IN RECORDING 
ES: What else you want to know? Actually, we need more time. How long are you gonna be 
10 Kubota was a Japanese official in charge of the Stateless Refugees Affairs Bureau. 
11 Kanoh Ghoya was a Japanese official in the Bureau of Stateless Refugee Affairs who was 
charged with issuing passes for refugees who wished to leave the ghetto for business purposes 
during the day. His capriciousness and occasional brutality are remembered by all who came 
into contact with him. 
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here? 
SH: I'm here in Miami or in the Miami area today and tomorrow and Thursday morning. But 
maybe I'll come back some ... 
ENDTAPE 1,SIDEA 
BEGIN TAPE 1, SIDE B 
SH: Tell me about going to school. Did you go to a Jewish school? 
ES: No. 
SH: Tell me about going to school and ... 
ES: I went to this, to, I forgot the name of it, I, but I, I remember where it was, [laughs] Great 
Western Road. I went to British school. Jewish school per se, Jewish schools did not exist over 
there until ... 
SH: Well, there was the Shanghai Jewish School. 12 
ES: ... until the Jewish people from Europe came in and established, they called it Kadoorie 
School, come to think of it. Kadoorie financed it. 13 And then I went to, I'm looking specifically 
for one. I told you I just moved here, in here. Then I went to university. Here we go. What year 
were you born? 
SH: 1948. 
ES: You're kidding. What'd I want to say? 
SH: About school. 
ES: Yeah. The, the schools were international. The schools I went to were international, which, 
which don't really interest you. I'm trying to ... 
SH: Though, I'm interest-, I'm interested in what, since you were a Jew in Shanghai, then your, 
your life, which may not have been typical, is still of interest to me. 
12 This school was founded in 1902 by the Sephardic community. 
13 Horace Kadoorie established a school in Hongkew in 1939 for the European refugees. 
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ES: No, it was not. 
SH: Well, that's, actually, what I'm interested in, what's ... 
ES: But I know more about it, because I worked behind the scenes. I know more about it than 
most of the people you will ever interview. This is before you were born. [laughs] Life 
magazine 1942. What year were you born? 
SH: '48. 
ES: [unintelligible] I keep that, I was offered a hundred dollars for these. There. Twenty. That's 
not the one. There we go. This used, used to, was me. There's Chennault. See, we had no ranks, 
no uniforms, no boo. 
SH: Tell me more about, you, you've told me bits and pieces about a lot of things. But tell me 
more about spying on the Nazis in Shanghai, how you went about doing it, who the Nazis were in 
Shanghai, what their names were. These are things that not too many people can tell me. 
ES: I don't, I have to check whether I can, so far I have been prevented from even writing a story 
with proper names. 
SH: Prevented by whom? 
ES: Army intelligence. The British called me in 1948. They called me back. I, I lived in San 
Francisco at the time. They called me back. I have to be at a meeting at one o'clock. 
SH: I heard you say that. 
ES: The British called me in San Francisco in 1948, and they asked if I'd go, I was the only living 
witness against a Japanese Colonel Bunzo Yoshida. He was the number one marine U.S., not 
U.S., Japanese Imperial Marines Colonel, who was the director of that, of76 Jessfield Road, 
which was a prison, intelligence prison, that nobody knew about it. 
SH: In Shanghai? 
ES: And I, I said, sure I'd go. But I know the man will be hanged, but I will only go back if you 
guarantee me in writing that I can sit front row during his execution. And they gave it to me. The 
trial lasted three days, after which he was hanged. See, I spoke Japanese too at the time. 
SH: What were his crimes? 
ES: Murder, in my cell, of British officers. Two British policemen in Shanghai by the name of 
Hutton and Watson, and, Captain Hutton and Major Watson. That was in Time Magazine, too, in, 
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they had a story on me and on that trial in 1948.14 Unfortunately they didn't have xerox machines 
in those years. This is the Shanghai Times. And I don't even have the year on it. Let me read it to 
you. "How," oh, "How William Hutton was beaten, bound and left unconscious by Japanese 
guards was described to the court trying Lieutenant-General Eiichi Kinoshita and Sergeant," they 
made a mistake calling him Sergeant, he was a Colonel, "Bunzo Yoshida, for war crime trials in an 
affidavit by Ernest G. Sloan of 810 72 East Seward Road Shanghai. When the trial resumed this 
afternoon, he said Hutton was in the cell opposite him at 76 Jessfield Road. Sergeant Yoshida 
about three times, and each time came back with marks on his face. He told me that Yoshida and 
his assistants had hit him with the butt of a rifle and with an iron bar, and that the swollen fingers 
were due to an electric motor. After the third treatment Hutton," and it, it keeps on going. There 
were women in the cell, Mrs. Komorof. I'm sorry it, it, oh here it is, the Shanghai, Shanghai 
Press. Yellow. Hey, I'm only showing you this to verify, I'm not telling you, can I talk openly with 
you? 
SH: Sure, certainly. 
ES: And I'm not talking bullshit, or trying to get you off on the wrong track here. [coughs] I am 
quite proud of what I have achieved. There aren't too many people you will ever meet in your wi-, 
in your wife, in your life. [clock chimes] Would you like some more coffee? 
SH: No, thanks. 
ES: Who can boast, although I am not, never did, and boast is the wrong word, who have 
prevented the murder of twenty-five thousand, at the time maybe twenty-one thousand. And I 
don't want any accolades. I don't seek publicity, notoriety, or any of that. I'm seventy years young. 
I'm not retired. Retirement in my vocabulary is a four-letter word. I write books. I work with 
Intelligence. When people want help they come to me. But I don't want any publicity. When you 
get to the story, if you want to mention it, I would appreciate it if you can see it in your heart, leave 
my name out of it. If you do that, I'll give you all the facts on stuff that is classified. 
SH: Up to now, do you mind my using what ... 
ES: Not at all. But ... 
SH: You can set the rules, however, and I will follow your rules. 
ES: All right. Okay. When it comes to the prevention of the extermination in Pootung, please 
leave my name out. Peter Adams, you met him. I'm still broadcasting. 
SH: You said so. 
ES: Huh? 
14 "Insufficient Evidence," Time, December 20, 1948, p. 26. 
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SH: You told me that you ... 
ES: Oh. Not under the name of Peter Adams. Peter Adams is gone. That was a pseudonym 
which I used, because there was no such man. Among the twenty-five thousand German, 
European Jews there wasn't one Peter Adams. As a matter of fact, the name Adams is not a, a 
European name, it is a European name, but it, it, it's, the S at the end shows it's English. Otherwise 
it would be Adam, but there wasn't one Peter Adam among them. 
SH: Was your name Sloan then? 
ES: Okay, the, no. When my forefathers left Turkey and went to Spain their name became, their 
name became Salomao, in Spanish, for Solomon. When they went into Holland they changed the 
name to S - C - H, S - C - H - L - 0 - H - N, Schlohn, and I kept that name until I came here and 
became an American citizen, and the judge said, "Would you like me to lose my false teeth trying 
to pronounce my name, your name?" I looked at him, and I was flabbergasted. I says, "What do 
you mean?" He says, "It's unpronounceable. Skloan, Skshloan." I says, "Do it any way you want, 
your Honor." He says, "How 'bout S - L - 0 - A - N?" I says, "How does that pronounce?" So he 
says, "Sloan." I says, "Fine." [laughs] But it's still, originally it's Salomao. I used to speak, I 
learned how to speak fluently Chinese, Japanese, Hindustani, Portuguese, a little bit of English, 
German, in China, Russian. But due to the, to my, call me a bigot, due to the bad experience, 
terribly bad experience, my father was killed by them, I was crippled, crippled to the point where I 
still don't walk, I still walk with a limp. I, I got out of prison, I weighed 67 pounds. The doctors 
wanted to amputate my left leg all the way up to the hip, and I still have trouble walking from here 
to the corner, I can't. Where were we? 
SH: Your name. I think. I'm not sure. Doesn't matter. But you were going to say someth-, if you 
want to say something that I will keep your name out of, that's perfectly alright with me, and I will 
be glad to do that. 
ES: Alright. I don't want any accolades. I don't want to be hailed as a, whatever you want to call 
it. I want to live in anonymity. There were, there are people who know what I did, naturally. 
They're still alive. Some are still alive, some are dead. I was very, very friendly with Golda Meir. 
She knew. There is a, write down Evian-les-Bains, E - V - I- A - N, Evian, like the water, -les-
Bains, B -A- I- N - E- S? All right, have you ever heard ofYad Vashem? 
SH: Yes. 
ES: Okay. Do you intend to go to ... 
SH: I would like to go there. 
ES: Okay. When you go to Yad, Yad Vashem get the document, they have it and they will give it 
to you, of the conference of Evian-les-Bains. It'll make you so mad at that Roosevelt. [laughs] 
It's unbelievable what that man did. Don't forget. There's a book out, I have a copy here, How Six 
Million Died. Have you read it?15 
SH: No, I've seen it. 
15 
ES: You've seen it? In there is menti-, is made mention of this conference, but not in detail, while 
you can get the details out of Y ad Vashem. What else did you want to know? 
SH: Tell me more about your family's ... 
ES: My family? 
SH: ... your family's social life in Shanghai, their relationships with other Jewish people. Did 
they know mostly Russian Jews, or socialize with Russian Jews, or Sephardic Jews, or ... ? 
ES: Well, we, we, I came from a Sephardic background. There were, there was little cultural 
enticement there. You could become a mental cripple looking for culture, because it was 
nonexistent. There was a, in Hongkew, in the German Jewish district, was an amateur theater. 
There were the camps, which were unfortunately managed wrong. The food was inadequate. 
Their living conditions were horrible. Families did not live together, men were in one room, 
women were in the other room, whether they were married or not. Food was bad. They did have a 
hospital. Hospital was staffed by good doctors, European doctors, Austrians, Germans, Poles. 
There was a, quite a number of Polish Jewish fellows, yeshiva bokhers. I had very little to do with 
them for any, I, I remember, I had one friend there, I forgot his name. There was a man in 
Shanghai, he was born in Harbin, his father was Estonian, his mother was Russian, by the name of 
Nikolai Kramer. He was a detective on the International Settlement's police force, and he was at 
the Ward Road station in the Hongkew District, and he helped the German Jews tremendously. 
When I said German Jew, I meant the European Jews. He helped them to, you want some more 
coffee? 
SH: No, thanks. 
ES: He helped them tremendously. He couldn't do it openly, because his hands were tied, too, by 
the Japanese. But he did. When I was arrested by Steinsberg and Kubota the second time, he 
arrested me, Kramer arrested me. Because he claimed that if I am walking around with a 
Portuguese passport, that's a criminal offense, not a political offense, then it's his department that 
should have. 
SH: That was the offense of walking around with a Portuguese passport? 
ES: Portuguese passport. Because I had free rides, and I could go anywhere without a pass. The 
Jews had to have passes to get out of that Ghoya's territory. And he kept me in his private quarters 
upstairs during the day, and I read, I listened to the radio. And he drove me to the Cathay Hotel at 
15 Sloan refers here to the book by Arthur D. Morse, While Six Million Died: A Chronicle of 
American Apathy /New York: Random House, 1968). 
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night, in the evening, to do my program. And he brought me back, but at night I had to be in the 
cell. And he fed me, due to the weather it was very important, he fed me a lot of vodka to kill the 
[laughs] , and he fed me a lot of raw bacon. Because the cell, the, the prison food itself was lousy. 
I was only there the second time for two weeks. And we knew, when I said we, Peter Wong and 
Romulo Oli-, Olivera, the Philippino, we knew that the war was going to be ended, but we didn't 
know, nobody knew how. But when, when the first bomb fell on Hiroshima, Ghoya even shrunk 
more than his five feet. I beat the living daylights out of that bastard. [laughs] He didn't even 
defend himself. I wanted him brought to justice, but Peter said, "Let him go. He's unimportant." 
See, I was working a different side of the game. He didn't actually commit war crimes, Ghoya. 
Neither did Kubota. He was a tyrant. But what do you, what do you gain by, by prosecuting an 
idiot? Nothing. Nobody was interested and, nobody was in, in, when I said nobody, in the Jewish 
community itself. I understand they beat the man up on the street a, a number of times, and that 
was the end of it. He disappeared. The Chinese weren't interested in it. G-2 wasn't interested in 
it. [ clock chimes] We were interested in opening Hongkew, and getting the guards, the sentries 
off the bridges. 
SH: Is the war over yet? Or this is just the ... 
ES: I'm talkin' after the, the, immediately after the war. We got the Jacobs and the, the, the, out of 
the, out of the prisons, out of the, Jacobs, the, the Levys, Kadoories, they were all imprisoned as 
civilian. Was an interesting town. 
SH: So when you say you got them out, you went to the, to the jails and, and liberated them from 
these jails? 
ES: They were not jails, they were camps. We liberated them. We brought them food. We 
brought them cigarettes. 'Cause the Red Cross is a joke, has always been a joke. And we started 
to close them, got them back into their, into their homes, kicked the Japs out. What more can I tell 
you? 
SH: Tell me about why you broadcast the news as Peter Adams. What were you trying to 
accomplish for, for the Jews? 
ES: Okay. A good question. The Jews were kept, there was a newspaper in Shanghai, the Jewish 
Chronicle. 16 And the Jews were kept in the dark about the happenings in Hitler's, happenings in 
Russia, the war in Europe, and what actually occurred in Burma, in, in the Philippines, in Leyte, 
the war, the actual war news. 17 They were taboo over there. What happened in Berlin. [long 
pause] Sometimes I am a bad bookkeeper, I don't know where I keep most of this stuff. This 
might interest you. "What is a Jew?" Did you ever hear it? 
16 The Shanghai Jewish Chronicle, published by Ossi Lewin, was the only refugee 
newspaper which was allowed by the Japanese to publish throughout the war. For this reason, 
some believe that Lewin cooperated too easily with the Japanese. 
17 Sloan refers here to the American invasion of the Philippines in October 1944. 
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SH: Well, what is ... 
ES: I aired, I aired in 1967, for CBS. "What is a Jew? We think we know. Whether he calls 
himself an Israelite, a German, a Russian, or an American, he's a man with a special kind of pride 
and backbone that has been tempered by travail and straightened and hardened by an unrelenting 
determination to be free. And because he is free and he is strong." You will see this in Y ad 
Vashem. And I think it has my picture on it. "And because he is free and he is strong, every Jew 
stands taller and prouder today than at any time in the history of recorded man." It's too long to 
read. I'm looking for a some, ah, no, I'm corning to it. I'm in, I changed it. This is how I ended my 
daily, my nightly broadcast over there. "And that, Ladies and Gentlemen, winds up this program. 
Until next week, same time ... " And this is what I'm doing now. But it, it originated over there, 
" ... same channel. But until then I remain respectfully yours, who's plain crazy about his country, 
and who thinks that all of us should think of liberty before we lose our liberty to think." I've got a 
lot of stuff in here that might interest you. 
SH: So you were providing news that, that Jews could not get, war news. 
ES: Nobody could get. I, I was, the, the, the British and the Americans who were in camps, they 
had little, they had radios. They listened to my program, because I, after I did it in German I did it 
in English, too. 
SH: Every day you did it in both languages? 
ES: Every day, and the Japs went crazy. 
SH: And where did you get the news from? 
ES: Peter Wong. 
SH: And how did he get it? 
ES: Kunming. 
SH: Which is American intelligence? 
ES: No, Kunming was the seat of the Tigers. We got it from Burma. It was, sometimes it was 
two days old. 
SH: But they would get it by radio messages from all over in 
ES: Ohyeah. 
SH: Peter Wong would get it and then you'd get it. And you, what were you, were you trying to 
just provide information or ... ? 
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ES: I was trying to raise the people's hopes, because without hope you have nothing left. You 
have an empty bowl, and a dirty, rusty can of hot water to drink. And there, an empty bowl that 
contained less than mediocre food. You gotta give them something to raise their spirits, to keep 
them alive, to keep them want to be alive. I don't know whether you understand. 
SH: And that was what you were trying to do. 
ES: Yeah. 
SH: Why did you, could you tell me a little about setting up the transmitter in the Cathay Hotel? 
ES: Was in one of the rooms. 
SH: Whey did you pick that building? 
ES: I didn't, Peter did. Peter did, because it was the most inconspicuous building. It was a hotel. 
Was the most inconspicuous building there was. There was another man in Shanghai. He was, he 
was a Marine colonel, we became very close friends, by the name of Frank Farrell, from New 
York, a New Yorker, who in civilian life was an attorney turned columnist for the old New York 
Tribune. And he was a prosecutor for, no, very few people knew about it, he was a prosecutor for 
German war crimes, German war crime trials. He did the paperwork.18 
SH: In China? 
ES: Yes. Because we had 'em, we had 'em. I have to, I have to look in my records for the names 
of these people. Fifth column at the time. Strict Nazis. As a matter of fact the Hitler Youth, they 
had the Kaiser Wilhelm Schule, Emperor Wilhelm School, on, also on Great Western Road in 
Shanghai. Was strictly a German school, was a good school. But was a Nazi school. And the 
Hitler Youth walked around in their uniforms over there, which was a sickening sight to see. I 
went back to Europe in 1969, trying to find relatives still al-, on my mother's side still alive. I 
couldn't find one. My wife was Italian and we were in Munich. We traveled throughout Germany, 
Italy, Switzerland, France, Holland, of course. And I wanted to go to Dachau, which is right 
outside of Munich, for the simple reason to say kaddish for twenty-seven, I counted them once, of 
my mother's relatives. I didn't know where they were killed, I didn't know where they perished. 
But I figured, in my own little way, this is as good a place to say kaddish as any. Make sense? 
No. So we drove down to Dachau, it's only about 22 kilometers, about 18 miles, 20 miles maybe. 
When we came to the gate, I stopped the car, I shut off the motor, and I sat there. I must have sat 
there at least 15 or 20 minutes. Didn't say anything. My wife didn't interrupt my thoughts either. 
She knew what was going on in my mind. I could not bring myself, the gates were open, I could 
not bring myself to drive in or walk in. I just turned the car around. We went back to the 
Bayerischer Hof, to the hotel. All the way back we didn't speak. My wife went upstairs, without 
speaking. She knew exactly what was going on in this sick mind of mine. [laughs] Why do I say 
18 Farrell was a Captain in the U.S. Marine Corps, who became chief prosecutor at the so-
called "Bureau Ehrhardt" trial. 
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sick? I don't know. She packed, I paid the bill, and we left Germany. Half way from Munich to 
Switzerland we talked, we started to talk again. I said, "How did ... " I asked her, "How did you 
know what I wanted to do?" She said, "I just looked at you. I knew what was on your mind. But 
why didn't you say kaddish?" She said, she was Italian, she said, "I did." She did. Shouldn't talk 
about it. I get emotional sometimes. These things, you cannot live in the past, Steve. You cannot 
live in the past. If you live in the past, you've, you're totally out of contact with everybody. I have 
to keep my mind on my work. I have a good agent. [clock chimes] He gives me all kinds of 
work. And I, I don't want to live in the past. I cannot afford it for my own sanity. Times were not 
that good in China. But I made the best of it, which many people over there, the people you are 
focussing on, did not realize, didn't have the talent to do. They lived, they didn't live from one day 
to the next, which was the only way to live there. They lived hoping they would not wake up the 
next morning. And that's what I had to fight. I don't know whether you understand what I'm trying 
say. 
SH: Did you have to fight that in your own family? 
ES: No. No. We were, we were not pulled into that Hongkew, you see. But the fact, I'm not a 
profess-, professional Jew. I'm Jewish. I was born a Jew, I will die a Jew. I don't know when it, 
when the last time was I was in a synagogue. I cannot read Hebrew, never did. I don't like a rabbi 
to tell me to open up page 137, because prayers should come from the heart. I can say my prayers 
in the dark, or even in the light in the corner of my kitchen, coming from the heart in my own way, 
better than sitting in a synagogue, being told what page to open up. That to me is not a prayer. I 
was brought up that way. My father was that way. My mother was that, and they were good Jews. 
Doesn't make sense, does it? Does it? 
SH: What, how did you become involved in clandestine, dangerous intelligence? Why did you 
take that path? 
ES: Why? Very simple. As I told you, I studied journalism. There was nothing ... 
SH: In China? 
ES: ... in China, there was nothing to write about during the war years, or before the war years, 
before the war years was okay. But during the war years, there was nothing to write about. And 
when I met Peter, I was introduced to Peter by a Dane, six-foot-six, by the name of Carl Jensen, 
who was the general manager of one of the hotel, one of Sassoon's hotels. He knew me well. We 
used to call him the Great Dane. He was part of the intelligence people there. And there was 
another man, [phone rings] there was another man there by the name of [phone rings] Carroll 
Alcott. Remind me to ... 
BREAK IN RECORDING 
ES: Okay. Carroll Alcott was the news director of the American radio station in Shanghai. He 
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was totally anti-Japanese. And he left Shanghai on the "U.S.S. President Harrison" about two 
weeks before Pearl Harbor day, which was all expected. Over there we knew more than you did 
here. Or you weren't born then. [laughs] They would've killed him. And Carroll Alcott gave me 
crash, a crash course in broadcasting, because he knew, through Peter, what I was doing, and he 
knew what I wanted to do. It was my idea to give the Jewish community in Hongkew hope, 
something mentally to eat. And he gave me a crash course. And that's how I got into 
broadcasting. How I got involved, you asked a number of times. One thing came to the other. 
Peter was the number one man in Shanghai itself. 
SH: Of American intelligence? 
ES: Oh yeah. 
END TAPE 1, SIDE B 
BEGIN TAPE 2, SIDE A 
SH: ... crash course you had in broadcasting. 
ES: Yeah. 
SH: And, and Peter Wong, I was going to ask you something. Now the broadcasting was, was 
your first ... 
ES: No, it, it all came together. Peter knew my desire to help these people in Hongkew and we 
went, Peter and I and Jensen, we went over to Hongkew to the various cafes over there and we saw 
these people there. 
SH: This is when? You were maybe nineteen or twenty years old? 
ES: Yeah. We saw these people over there crying in their beer, not, not beer, in their coffee, in 
their tea, in their whatever. Hopeless people. People who lost their zest for life. And I, and, and, 
and Peter said, "We have to help them." But how? And I said, I, I told him, I said, "Carroll can 
help." He says, "How can Carroll help?" I said, "Let him help me and show me how he 
broadcasts and I will broadcast to them, and you (meaning Peter) will set me up on the air." And 
Carroll showed me what to do. Told me never to read on the air an entire line, because while you, 
my eyes go from the first word to the, on the left to the last word on the right and then wander 
back to, there is a second of dead air. So instead of having a script that extends over the entire line 
there will be a meeting, [pause] and so and so forth. By having the short line, the listener 
doesn't realize that you're reading it off. Look, listen to the difference, there'll be a meeting of all 
our teachers on Thursday, Ja-, January 25, 1990, 25, 1990. There'll be a meeting of all of our, of 
well ... 
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SH: I understand what you're saying. 
ES: There'll be a meeting of all of our teachers. No dead air. He taught me that and I still use it. 
And everybody else in the business is using the, the prompters now, they're short lines. Three, four 
words per line and when you think, for instance, Bob Hope his ... 
SH: Monologues? 
ES: Monologues, they're all three lines. I made a success of it. I gave these people hope, which 
was more important than money. It was just as important as food. We couldn't get them food. 
We couldn't get them food. They were actually glued to the radio at six o'clock in the evening. 
There was no business. The restaurants, [snaps] six o'clock they turned it on. They looked for 
it. They ate it up. 
SH: How long was your broadcast? 
ES: Ten minutes. Twelve minutes. No commercial interruptions at the time, because we didn't 
need them. You couldn't use. They never caught us. They looked for us like crazy. They never 
caught us. Right under their noses. Right in the middle of downtown. 
SH: So when you look back on this, what do you think about your time in Shanghai? 
ES: I spent it well. I'd do it again if I were young. I, I've had hard times especially in prison. I 
spoke Japanese. I spoke Japanese and that saved, that saved my life because Yoshida and 
Teshima, they talked to each other in Japanese during my interrogation and I knew they didn't have 
proof one. They had me in front of a firing squad on a Thursday. During the interrogation on 
Sunday, they said, we going to put all eight of us, going to blind fold and put them against the wall 
and start kicking the rifles and if they don't admit, we going to throw 'em out. So I went back to 
the cell and I told the other guys what's going to happen. I said, "Don't be afraid." 
SH: Who are the others? That is, what were they arrested for? 
ES: Same stuff, smuggling arms and ammunition to the Chinese underground, bombs, they 
bombed and I gave it to Peter or not to Peter directly, but to Peter's guys. They would bring them 
to wherever they ... 
SH: And where did the stuff come from? 
ES: Kunming. By train, by junk, by car, motorcycle and the next day the radio stations were 
bombed. The army installations were bombed. The navy installations were bombed. The sentries 
on the bridges were killed. You see the bodies floating in the water. The trucks were bombed. 
We heard. 
SH: All by Chinese resistance to the Japanese? 
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ES: Sure. They got all the materials from me and from a few guys who helped me. We, we filled 
the fuel drums at the airport in Kwang Won. We mixed them with water and then we could hear 
the planes when they went up, sputtering, and crashing. [laughs] We knew in advance. 
SH: So you were in jail and you heard this about, this fake execution. 
ES: Yeah. One of the guys couldn't take it. He was six-foot-two, Bobby, Bobby Gadiel, couldn't 
take it. A bull, a bull couldn't take the punishment. He was ready to talk, so we grabbed his 
tongue, pulled it out of his mouth and start, started to beat on it, until his mouth was so swollen he 
couldn't talk if, if he wanted to. He couldn't say, "Momma." His mouth didn't work. On Thursday 
morning they put us in front of firing squad for five, forty-five minutes. And we heard the rifles 
clicking. It was a miserable feeling, my knees were like rubber but I, we had no choice, we figured 
that they're going to kill us anyway. So after forty-five minutes they stop, they took the blindfolds 
off, and threw us out. And Peter's, Peter's guys were waiting outside, a half-block down the street 
in the Chinese barber shop. They knew what was going to happen. That was in '43, a hundred and 
ten days in that heat. Not once out in fresh air. Not once washed. What else you want to know? 
SH: Did you ever see Peter Wong after the war was over? 
ES: I saw him, I ran into Peter at the Waldorf Astoria in '47, and again in, a year later, in '48, we 
sat at, in Time Magazine with one of the editors. I haven't spoken to him, I haven't spoken to 
Peter, Peter is now in his middle, late seventies, I, as far as I know, he is in Toronto, I haven't 
spoken to Peter, what is this now February? Last time I heard from him was Christmas he called 
me. Romulo Olivera, the Philippino, he's in Los Angeles. I see him quite frequently. Doctor 
Sonnenfeld, who saved my leg, he became the chief research physician at the Michael Reese 
Hospital in Chicago, [ clock chimes] , and when his wife died he moved to Los Angeles to be near 
his sons, and he died in '82 and we went to Los Angeles, too, for the funeral. Peter was there. 
Romulo Olivera was there. Jack Riley was there. Carroll Alcott has died. Carl Jensen was there. 
It was a big funeral. People won't . . . [laughs] 
SH: I'm trying to think what else. 
ES: How did you, who jinxed you on me? [laughs] A woman? 
SH: Lorne Salzer. 
ES: You know her? 
SH: No, but ... 
ES: I don't either. 
SH: ... she read ... 
ES: She was listening to one of my programs, I think. Oh no, she read an article. 
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SH: She, she read an article, an article that I wrote in the Miami Herald that said that I was, that I 
had gone to Shanghai and was interested in meeting Shanghai Jews. Then, and so she wrote to me 
and told me that, told me she read the anicle and she, she wanted me to actually help her find some 
people who'd been in Shanghai. I don't know how to do that. Then she wrote me another Jetter 
and said, "I've met this man, I've talked with this man on the phone named Sloan, Ernest Sloan." 
And it was unclear from her Jetter, it was about a restaurant or something, I didn't understand, 
something about a restaurant. And she said he was in-, he seemed very interesting. He was in 
Shanghai. You should get in touch with him. And she had your address somehow, or your phone. 
She had your address. 
ES: Yeah. Yeah, she was listening to one of my programs. Either a radio program or she saw my 
television program, either one. I never met her. I don't want to meet too many people. I Jive in 
this building now for five years. I know the lady across the hall. I say hello to these people next 
door. Those people I don't, I don't think I've ever met. If I did ... 
SH: I thought you said you just moved into this apartment. 
ES: I Jived on the twelfth floor. 
SH: You lived, you lived downstairs. 
ES: I, I stay away, I don't want to socialize in the building. I'm happy the way I am. I'm happiest 
when I'm at work, [doorbell] when I'm at my typewriter. This is strange. 
BREAK IN RECORDING 
ES: This gentleman lives two doors away from me. He's from Berlin. His wife just left for 
London and for Israel. 
SH: Tell me other things about your life in Shanghai, well tell me some other things about your 
seeking out Nazis in Shanghai. Things that you may want me to ... 
ES: You know actually that was very simple, because they were playing open cards, they, there 
was no secret. One I have to find, I have to get his name from one of my records, one checked in 
to the general hospital in Shanghai under the disguise of being ill, under a different name and he 
started doing business from his hospital room. 
SH: What kind of business was it? 
ES: Nazi business. Never went out of his room and ... 
SH: What were they doing? What were the Nazis doing there? Trying to influence the Japanese 
or ... 
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ES: Oh, definitely. Definitely. Peter, when, when, Peter couldn't speak German, so he put me 
into the hospital as a quote-unquote doctor, and I went into his room a number of times. And 
finally to get names and his activities, and finally Peter got somebody from the Shanghai Daily 
News to write an article about who is who in room 612, and that was the end of that guy. [laughs] 
SH: Where did he go? He ... 
ES: Disappeared, went back to Germany. He was, his, his cover was blown. It was useless. 
SH: Now this is after the war had started already or before the, when is this? 
ES: Before the war, 1941, summer of 1941. 
SH: So what were the Nazis doing? Can you be more specific about what they were trying to do 
there? 
ES: They were trying to talk the Japanese into making life miserable, at best miserable, for the 
Jewish community, for the German-Jewish community. For some reason or another, the Nazis 
were afraid of that big of a concentration of European Jews. It was the biggest concentration, 
single concentration of European Jews in that small a space and there, there were a lot of Jewish 
intelligentsia, politicians, former politicians, doctors, attorneys, who they were afraid of and they 
sent five or six Nazis in from Germany. They had one masquerade as a Jew. And the guy in 612 
made the mistake of talking to somebody from the German Consulate about Rosenfeld, Albert 
Rosenfeld, who had moved into Hongkew. And we caught Albert Rosenfeld. 
SH: You went to get him? 
ES: Yeah. It was easy. He looked Jewish. He wasn't blonde, Aryan type. He spoke Yiddish. He 
had too much money. He was, he was not too smart, instead of being inconspicuous, he dined 
well, he tried to buy friends, inviting people for dinner, tried to socialize. I remember at first, 
Dimitri, a Russian Jew who was with us, got him out of the restaurant one night, I was sitting there 
with him, with Rosenfeld. Dimitri came in and he got him out of the restaurant one night, and I 
followed and they walked down the block into a waiting car and that was the last of Albert 
Rosenfeld. I never knew what happened to him. I don't want to know. [laughs] 
SH: How did you find out fr-, that he, from the German Embassy, how were finding out 
information from the German Embassy? 
ES: German Consulate. 
SH: German Consulate. 
ES: The embassy was in Chungking. We had a Chinese, Peter had a Chinese working clerk in the 
Chinese Consulate and he photographed a lot of documents and I translated them. We got 
documents from them practically daily, nightly rather, and in Peter's parents' department store they 
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developed the pictures in the dark room and that didn't go too well with the German Consulate 
either. [laughs] 
SH: Did they find out? 
ES: They knew we had the facts, they didn't know how we got them. Chinese are a strange kind 
of people, good people, artists when it comes to stuff like that, very closed mouth. I guess you got 
most of it, haven't you? 
SH: Why were the Americans interested in, for example, interested in your broadcasting? Was 
that, or was that something that was sort of on the side, the Americans didn't care one way or 
another? 
ES: No. Americans, British, [clock chimes] the Allied prisoners, they wanted to hear news and 
I was their best bet. They had the radios in their camps and most of them didn't speak German, so 
after the German broadcast we aired the British version of it, the English version of it. There were 
a lot of people who helped the Jews, behind the scenes, in Hongkew. Most of them were there, 
they came about 1939 and they left in '45 or '46 or '47. I'm surprised that your people stayed until 
'49. 
SH: Who else helped behind the scenes? What other kind of behind the scenes help was going on 
that you would know about? 
ES: Danes, Swedes, a lot of Scandinavians, a number of Italians, Portuguese ... 
SH: What were they doing? 
ES: Anti-Japanese campaigns. They worked with Peter. I had very little contact with them, 
because we were, we, Peter was a very smart man. He shied away from putting a lot of people 
together, putting more than two, three people together. So his net consisted of singles, doubles, so 
that in case anything happens, no one knows about the others. 
SH: So there were many people working for him. 
ES: Oh yeah. I was invited to a Chinese dinner about ten years ago in Palm Beach, strictly 
Chinese, I was the only foreigner. My wife was still alive. And it's a Chinese custom to sit ten at a 
round table and across from me was a white-haired Chinese gentleman who looked familiar and I 
said to my wife, "The man looks familiar. I can't place him." And he said to him, to his wife in 
Chinese, "The fellow sitting right opposite you, I know him but I cannot place him." The minute 
he said that, I spoke in Chinese to him, I said, "Where do we know each other from?" He was a 
detective on the New York police, in the New York police department at the time. We started to 
talk and he says, "You speak with a Shanghai dialect." I says, "Yeah." He says, "Well, I lived in 
Shanghai, too." So we were there and it came together, we were in the same cell together. [claps] 
At that time, he wasn't white-haired. [laughs] He was in a different, he was involved in different 
things. 
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SH: But also with Peter? 
ES: Oh, yeah. Peter was jailed. Peter was in Bridge House, not on Jessfield Road, he was in 
Bridge House, but he was let out. A lot of people died in Bridge House. Look, if you want more, 
if you think of more ... 
END TAPE 2, SIDE A 
END OF INTERVIEW 
